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LIBRARIANS

University of Pittsburgh East Asian Library
DR. T H O M A S C. K U O , Curator of the East Asian Library, decided to end his almost
thirty-three year career at Pittsburgh by taking the Faculty Early Retirement Incentive Plan,
effective January 1, 1994.
Back in 1960, after the University of Pittsburgh was selected by the Federal Government
as one of the twenty National Defence Education Act ( N D E A ) Centers to engage in
Chinese studies, the University established the Department of East Asian Languages and
Literatures. In the following year, Dr. Kuo, who had just obtained his Library and
Information Science degree from Rutgers University, was hired to start the Chinese
collection to support this new program. Between 1960 and 1965, the Federal Government
granted $3,000 to $6,000 annually for the purchase of Chinese-language materials. In 1965
the Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures began to add Japanese courses
to its curriculum. Dr. Kuo then took the initiative to acquire some Japanese reference
books without receiving any additional funding. From 1966 on, the book funds from N D E A
were terminated; available resources became very limited.
Meanwhile, the University started its International Dimension Programs, the name of which
was later changed to University Center for International Studies, and the demand for East
Asian Library services increased rapidly. Despite the prevailing difficulties, Dr. Kuo and
his small staff were determined to overcome the disparity. After a period of struggle, the
library and its services were gradually gaining recognition from the users as well as the
University Library Administration. For example, Dr. C. K. Yang, a University Professor,
wrote on August 7, 1968: " . . . I send you this message to express my appreciation for the
fine job you have done, especially in view of the very limited resources placed at your
disposal. Frankly, your performance has been a pleasant surprise to me, and I would like
to leave this statement on record." A copy of his letter was sent to the Provost.
In reviewing Dr. Kuo's performance in 1973, the Director of the University Library System
said:
". . . Tom has created a library of pride for the University under many trying
circumstances. H e demands a high level of performance."
In 1969 Professor William Dorrill, then Director of the Asian Studies Program, invited Dr.
Kuo to be a member of the Council for Asian Studies and to join him in teaching two
graduate courses. Later Professor Dorrill further invited him to serve on the University's
Advisory Committee for Asian Studies.
After the framework for building a collection of high standards was laid, Dr. Kuo began to
participate in the activities of the Association for Asian Studies (AAS) and to contribute
articles to professional publications. In 1973 he was elected to serve on the AAS' Executive
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Committee of the Committee on East Asian Libraries. In the following year he was elected
Chairman of that Committee. His performance won the praise not only of the professional
librarians in the field but also that of leading scholars. The Committee's publication, the
CEAL Bulletin, was outstanding under his editorship.
In 1974 Dr. Kuo initiated exchange programs with East Asian countries, thereby receiving
many important publications from the National Central Library of the Republic of China,
the National Diet Library of Japan, and some of the leading libraries of the People's
Republic of China.
Besides devoting himself to the continuous development of the East Asian Library, Dr. Kuo
also pursued scholarship by publishing a number of books and articles. In 1977 he was
elected member of the AAS Program Committee, composed mainly of noted scholars. In
1978 he was awarded the prestigious Fulbright-Hays Research Abroad Grant and, in 1979,
was honored at Pittsburgh's Honors Convocation.
During the 1980s, when automation was practically a necessity in American university
libraries, he was one of the East Asian librarians who helped develop the CJK automated
system, which was adopted by the University of Pittsburgh East Asian Library in 1986.
After more than thirty-two years' devotion and hard work, Dr. Kuo and his small but
dedicated staff have gained momentum for the University's East Asian programs. Like the
career paths of most other people, his has had its share of stumbling blocks; nonetheless,
he found his career quite challenging and gratifying.
Today, the East Asian Library has a collection of more than 170,000 volumes of books,
some 4,600 reels of microfilm, and more than 2,000 titles of periodicals. In terms of quality
and services, it is one of the best in the field. The following are some comments from a few
scholars and patrons of the Library.
Dr. Cho-yun Hsu, a University Professor of History, maintained that more than eighty
percent of the materials he used for his two books on ancient China were gathered from the
East Asian Library at the University of Pittsburgh.
Professor Thomas Rawski, one of the leading scholars on Chinese economy, stated: "Dr.
Kuo and his staff have built a long tradition of providing excellent support to faculty and
students in the China field. Having worked at most of the large East Asian collections in
North America (Columbia, Cornell, Library of Congress, Hoover, Michigan State, University
of Michigan, University of Washington, etc.), I do not hesitate to suggest [that] on a per
dollar basis we may well have the most effective East Asian Library operation in the
country."
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Professor Michael C. Oksenberg, a former presidential advisor on China policy, wrote to Dr.
Kuo in 1987: " . . . you have labored well on behalf of your institution, and your professional
devotion merits the national standing you have attained in your field."
Dr. Kuo had earned a Master's degree in Political Science and in Library and Information
Science, and a Master's degree and Doctorate in History. His scholarly achievements
totaled six monographs, five bibliographies, and a number of articles. One of his
monographs, Ch'en Tu-hsiu (1879-1942) and the Chinese Communist Movement, is recognized
as the best in the field.
Besides having taught two graduate East Asian courses, he has guided a number of the
School of Library and Information Science students in individual studies, and has served on
five Ph.D. dissertation committees.
Professionally he demands a high level of performance, but personally he is a very kind and
generous individual. H e has helped many young people. His strong and fair leadership will
be greatly missed.
(Vivian Hinkle)

Library of Congress Japan Documentation Center
ICHIKO T. MORITA, professor, library administration, left her position as head of the
Cataloging Department at the Ohio State University Libraries at the end of February this
year to assume the role as head of the Japan Documentation Center at the Library of
Congress. Ms. Morita was on the faculty at the University Libraries for twenty-two years.
A graduate of the University of Chicago's Graduate Library School, she also has a B.A.
from Okayama University, Japan in the Faculty of Law and Letters.
Ms. Morita began her library career as a serials cataloger at the University of Chicago. She
also taught Japanese as a language instructor at Chicago Loop College and later at the
University of Oregon. Having started at the University Libraries as a general cataloger in
1972, she was appointed to assistant director of the Processing Division-QUE in 1975.
Then, in 1977, she was named head of the Automated Processing Division.
In 1986 she was appointed as head of a restructured Cataloging Department, responsible
for six sections; bibliographic control and maintenance on the online catalog; and creation
of all catalog records for all materials for the Columbus and regional campus libraries.
Among her many accomplishments while at Ohio State, Ms. Morita has worked closely with
the Online Computer Library Center, Inc. (OCLC) for decades, playing a key role in its
introduction to Japan. She also served as a consultant to OCLC in the development of the
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Bibliographic Control System of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean (CJK). Other institutions
that have sought her as a consultant include the Law Library of the state of Ohio's Supreme
Court, the publisher of Chemical Abstracts, Japan Information Center of Science and
Technology, and Duke University. She has also reviewed grant proposals for the National
Endowment for the Humanities.
Presently, Ms. Morita is an elected American Library Association Council member and, in
the past, has served as president of the Academic Library Association of Ohio as well as
president of the Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association. She is also the former
president of the Japanese American Club of Columbus, Ohio.
An author of several articles in many refereed journals on subjects such as library
automation, the cataloger's role, and information networks in Japan, Ms. Morita has also
presented papers at international conferences in England, Germany, and Japan.
Her investigations of "gray literature" and the infrastructure of science and technology
information in Japan was cosponsored by the U.S. Department of Commerce. Shortly after
completing this research project, Ms. Morita was asked to testify before Congress on this
issue but was unable to comply due to a life-threatening automobile accident in 1988. H e r
most recent research has focused on the topics of recruitment and promotion of Asian
American librarians.
Ms. Morita's first article published as an Ohio State University librarian was a report to
Japan in 1974, "OCLC-Ohio College Library Center." She was the first to point out the
significance of O C L C to the Japanese, subsequently prompting many of them to visit
University Libraries and OCLC. Her involvement lead to an invitation in 1986 for her to
participate in the signing ceremony for the expansion of O C L C to Japan.
Hundreds of people have passed through the Cataloging Department during Ms. Morita's
tenure at the Ohio State University, dozens of whom, upon learning of her intended career
move, wrote to show their support and chronicle the influence she has had on their careers
and lives.
(Brian Daher, in The Ohio State University Libraries Library News 43, no. 8 (22 February
1994): [1])
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